
Day 3       Tue 3rd Aug  Cook straight then onto the Hawkes Bay                    Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 2       Mon 2nd Aug   Kaikoura coast to Picton                 Dinner, Breakfast 

This morning we continue north past Christchurch, picking up some more keen travellers on 

the way. We then travel through the vineyards of Waipara, over the Hundalee Ranges on the 

scenic east coast highway to the seaside settlement of Kaikoura  New Zealand’s eco-hub. You 

will really get a chance to have a look at the road restoration efforts on this Kaikoura coast 

and what a huge task it is to rebuild this area, then on to Picton where we will be staying over 

night. We will try to get off to bed early tonight as we have a really early start in the morning. 

Day 1       Sun 1st Aug   Pick Up Day to Ashburton              Dinner 

An exciting day joining your luxury coach and meeting new and old friends as we collect you 

from your home (if at all practical) for your journey North. You will be whisked away to enjoy 

the stunning remote East Coast and all the fantastic scenery of this tour. Your journey will 

come together from either Central, East, North or South Otago, Mosgiel, Dunedin, South or 

North Canterbury and even from Southland. (The route could be subject to change enabling 

the pick-up of passengers) This is a fun tour getting to places you may never have been before. 

   East Cape and Coromandel Tour 

         15 DAY NORTH ISLAND FULLY ESCORTED TOUR 1st-15th August 2021 

After a leisurely start to the morning we take off on the Ferry at 10.45 am, enjoy the sights of 

the Sounds on our way over. Once we arrive in Wellington we will head straight over the   

Rimutaka Range to the productive Wairarapa District and onto Masterton the major town in 

the area continuing on SH2 to Dannevirke and Norsewood.  We cross the Tukipo river and 

drive picturesque SH50 to Fernhill. The tour travels via Havelock North and Hastings onto   

Napier. These three towns share the same very interesting architectural creativity.  



  

Day 4       Wed 4th Aug  Travel round the Hawkes Bay to Gisborne    Dinner, Breakfast 

We will look around Napier, devastated by a major earthquake and fire in 1931 resulting in 
the unique art deco rebuild before heading north. Our journey continues to Wairoa, a 
pretty town situated on the banks of the broad Wairoa River. The enormous chalk-white 
cliffs of the Mahia Peninsula lie in wait, with high jutting headlands that plunge dramatically 
to the sea. You can see Young Nicks Head, Gisborne and much of the East Cape coastline.   
The “Chardonnay Capital” of Gisborne, the first city in the world to see the sun each day, 
was also the first European landing place in New Zealand for Captain Cook.  

Day 5       Thu 5th Aug  Around the seldom visited East Cape to Hicks Bay   Dinner, Breakfast 

Day 6       Fri 6th Aug  More Spectacular coast before heading inland  Dinner, Breakfast 

The road from Gisborne to Opotiki wraps itself around the East Cape like a necklace of    
picturesque bays, a unique and seldom-seen part of NZ with its own distinctive style and 
personality.  The longest wharf in NZ is situated at Tolaga Bay and this structure has been 
restored and preserved following the last commercial use in 1967 when it was utilised to 
load maize onto a ship.  Tikitiki is a small settlement on the banks of the Waiapu River. St 
Mary’s Church, one of the most marvellous, ornate Maori Churches in New Zealand is     
located here overlooking the Waiapu Valley.  The tour arrives late afternoon in Hicks Bay.  

Tucked under Cape Runaway is Whangaparaoa Bay, the site where Maori canoes landed in 
1350 AD.  Then onto Whakatane in the Eastern Bay of Plenty.  We are heading for Rotorua 
taking the route from the coast to Te Teko following the Rangitaiki River. This area is    
heavily logged and is the home of the Wheao and Flaxy power stations. The tour will travel 
through some interesting small settlements that would normally never see a tour coach 
pass by.  Rotorua is an active volcanic wonderland of spouting geysers, bubbling mud pools, 
and natural thermal springs set amidst crater lakes, a must visit location on our tour. 

Day 7       Sat 7th Aug  Time for the spectacular Coromandel Peninsula        Dinner, Breakfast

Day 8       Sun 8th Aug  Day to relax in wonderful Tairua ……..    Breakfast 

By now everyone will be in relaxed mode and enjoying the 
sightseeing as we travel via Tauranga and Mt Maunganui 
before travelling onto the Coromandel Peninsula. We head 
for the small seaside resort and fishing village of Tairua 
which has a delightful harbour linked by two sandy white 
beaches.  Relax and unwind as we will call our           
accommodation in Tairua home for the next 3 nights. 

Today we do not have any planned activities, so you can have a relaxing day off at the     
Pacific Harbour Lodge, lovely island style chalets set amongst tropical vegetation. Your  
Driver and Guide can offer suggestions as they have a good knowledge of the area. You may 
just wish to enjoy a walk on the beach or follow one of the sign posted walking tracks. The 
volcanic peak, Paku, and off shore views of the jagged Aldermen Islands are the natural  
focal points of the Tairua area.  We are confident you will love this location. Our guide and 
driver can also offer some suggestions for your dinner which is your own choice tonight.  

Let us know now to register interest in this tour 

    Free call on 0800 100 255    /    email   travelclub@harrisontravel.co.nz    /    Mail to:   PO Box 485 Cromwell 

https://d37j6posq2fmgz.cloudfront.net/resources/9700,5,1,6,3,0/-4468-/20170524104826/tairua-hospitality.jpeg
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Day 9       Mon 9th Aug  We go exploring the Coromandel Peninsula  Dinner, Breakfast 

The Coromandel Peninsula is largely covered in regenerating native bush recovering from 
the pioneering past and then surrounded by more than 400km’s of spectacular coastline.  
The past is also reflected in the colonial architecture and historic buildings   preserved in 
several towns around the region.  Settle back in the coach and travel around the         
Peninsula and you will see spectacular views over the Hauraki Gulf.  When we have     
finished our day of sightseeing and fun, we will head back to our accommodation at 
Tairua which by now will be feeling like your “home away from home”.  

Day 10   Tue 10th Aug  Back on the road down to Lake Taupo   Dinner, Breakfast  

Day 11   Wed 11th Aug  South through the Centre of the North Island     Dinner, Breakfast 

From Tairua we will travel SH25A over Kirikiri Saddle and through Paeroa. Our route this 
morning travels along the foot hills of the Kaimai Range to Putaruru with a deviation past 
the Arapuni hydro scheme and then on to Tokoroa and Kinleith. It’s then a peaceful drive 
through Kinleith forest to Mangakino.  The direct route to Lake Taupo, New Zealands’s 
largest lake, takes us through Wairakei thermal area.  The enormous Lake Taupo was 
formed by a massive volcanic eruption and nestles in the shadows of the great volcanoes 
of Tongariro National Park. A truly spectacular part of our beautiful country. 

This morning we head south along SH1 skirting Lake Taupo to Turangi. This stretch  
crosses the dry desolate landscape known as the Desert Road. We eventually arrive at 
Waiouru the home to the NZ Army’s largest training camp.  Pushing further south we 
should have time to take a slight deviation to view the TeApiti Wind Farm..   A public 
viewing area underneath one of Te Apiti’s turbines has views of the wind farm and an 
information display.  The noise when the turbines are turning is worth experiencing.  It is 
then just a short drive to our accommodation in Palmerston North for this evening.  

Day 12    Thu 12th Aug   Explore the Kapiti Coast  and onto Wellington  Dinner, Breakfast 

Day 13    Fri 13th Aug  A day exploring before catching the ferry   Dinner, Breakfast 

Our travelling distance today is deliberately short with a relaxed drive to Wellington.  We 
will make our way down the Kapiti Coast passing through all of the small towns as we 
head south.  When we arrive in Wellington city, we will stay in town for some            
sightseeing including a look around the grounds of the Parliament Buildings to give you a 
first-hand look at where our elected representatives spend their time discussing          
legislation that affects us all.  There are other options in Wellington that you may like to 
experience such as the Cable Car and the attractively laid out waterfront area.  

This morning you will have time to fully explore Te Papa Museum and the absolutely 
astounding Gallipoli exhibition.  This exhibition tells the story through the eyes and 
words of ordinary New Zealander’s who found themselves in extraordinary                   
circumstances.  After a quick bite to eat we will head over to the terminal and board the 
early afternoon Inter Islander sailing for a picturesque voyage over the Cook straight and 
through onto Queen Charlotte Sound to Picton.  Once back on the mainland it’s a    
pleasant transfer to your comfortable hotel in Picton.  

Let us know now to register interest in this tour 

    Free call on 0800 100 255    /    email   travelclub@harrisontravel.co.nz    /    Mail to:   PO Box 485 Cromwell 
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Day 15       Sun 15th Aug  HOME SWEET HOME               Breakfast  

Day 14       Sat 14th Aug  South, South, South to Ashburton   Dinner, Breakfast 

Back in the mainland we will track back down the spectacular southern 
Coast to Kaikoura.  During this drive you will again get to see the scale 
of both what nature did to the seabed along this rugged coast after the 
earthquake, and then see what man has done to tame it.  Marvel at 
what the clever engineers had to do to maintain this important section 
of State Highway 1.  As we pass through Christchurch we’ll say  goodbye 
for now to some of our fabulous Garden city travelclub members. 

The plains of South Canterbury flanked by the dramatic peaks of the 
Southern Alps coated with fresh snow are an awesome sight and it is 
bound to be what we are looking at out the right hand windows of our 
coach today. Enjoy the last leg of our journey through the never tiring 
scenery as we make our way southwards or into Central Otago.  Your 
holiday is not over until we set you down as close to your front gate as 
we possibly can. Luggage and great memories in tow. Just in time for 
the all important election tomorrow. TILL NEXT TIME 

INCLUSIONS: 

-Fully Escorted by experienced and very popular local Driver plus our own Travelclub guide 

-Relaxing 3 night stay in Tairua, Coromandel. 

-13 Dinners, 14 breakfasts and 1 lunch 

-Luxury travel including Coach and Interislander Ferry 

-All sights, accommodation and travel prices included 

-Pick and drop off from your door (where possible) 

 Cost Twin Share $4200 per person   Single (own room) $5200 per person 

Depending on where you live, you may be entitled to a reduced rate if you are joining our tour 

on day two and leaving on day 14, please just give us a call and we will adjust your price. 

Please note we can try to pair you up with another traveller of the same sex where available, but we can not promise this. 

Where there is no pair available, the Single price will need to be paid to continue with the tour.  Although we like to cater for 

all abilities and mobility on our tours, you are required to climb the stairs into our coach un-aided and be able to walk short 

distances if required.  Our driver and guide are always there and available to assist, however you are required to carry your 

own luggage to your room. We do require full payment 6 weeks prior to departure. We do however appreciate that some-

times unforeseen health or family issues arise so if your situation changes we will endeavour to get as much of a refund for 

you as possible. Should the government regulations change at any time due to Covid19 or we are required to go in to lock-

down, a full refund of your tour will be given. If you feel sick or have a temperature leading up to the tour, or whilst on tour, 

please inform us straight away so actions can be taken to protect your and everyone’s health and safety on the tour. 

Let us know now to register interest in this tour      www.greattimetravel.co.nz 
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